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Appendix 1: Diagram detailing the literature search strategy. 

 Research identified from: 
1. PubMed 

2. EMBASE 

3. OVIDMedline 

4. Google Scholar 

Between 1st January 1990 and 1st 
December 2015 

Total number of abstracts 
evaluated 
(n= 1219) 

Abstracts excluded from 
further assessment 

(n=1007) 
 
-No full text available 
 
- Animal study 
 
- Biomarker evaluated 
only for disease 
surveillance not diagnosis 
 
- Diagnostic sensitivity 
measured in isolation (i.e. 
no corresponding 
specificity) 
 
 Full-text articles excluded 

(n=61) 
- Insufficient data 

available for 

analysis 

- No sensitivity or 

specificity data 

- Timing of 

recurrence not 

noted if stated 

 

Full-text studies retrieved 
(n= 212) 

Number of full-text studies 
assessed (n= 151) 

Upper Gastro-intestinal Cancer 
Articles  

Diagnosis (n=71) 
Recurrence (n=15) 
Metastases (n=26) 

Colorectal Cancer Articles  
 

Diagnosis (n=42) 
Recurrence (n=28) 
Metastases (n=32) 


