
Selection of the Finnish DERI cohort and the control persons

The patients in the DERI study were diagnosed with type 1 diabetes at 17 years of age or

under during 1965–1979. They were placed on insulin at diagnosis and were residing in

Finland. In the register, 5166 cases (2327 women) were identified with virtually complete

case-ascertainment.

From the Central Population Register, two control persons without diabetes for each case

were identified and matched for sex, year of birth and geographical birth region with the

women with type 1 diabetes in the DERI cohort. Control women who had been discharged

from hospital with a diagnosis of diabetes mellitus (according to the information from the

HDR) were excluded.  Our database was also used to investigate the incidence of diabetes

among offspring, and thus the control women who had offspring with a diabetic spouse

could also be excluded.
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