Supplementary Figure 1. Flow diagram of patient enroliment and reason for
exclusion.

Supplementary Figure 2. The distribution of liver histology in patients with
normal ALT was performed using the revised ULN (30 U/L for male ALT and
19 U/L for female ALT cutoff). ALT, alanine transaminase; ULN, Upper limit
of normal.

Supplementary Figure 3. The distribution of liver histopathology in patients
with normal ALT.




Supplementary Figure 1

987 chronic HBV infection patients between 1999 and 2003 with positive HBV DNA

221 patients with other liver disease were excluded:

(1) HCV, HDV or HIV co-infection (n=64);

(2) With decompensated cirthosis or HCC (n=78);

(3) With Cholestatic hepatitis, autoimmune hepatitis,
ALD, or NAFLD (n=56);

(4) Severe cardiovascular disease, kidney disease,
or lung disease co-existence (n=23)

766 HBV infection patients with HBV DNA positive

69 patients were excluded as follows:
(1) Antiviral therapy before liver biopsy (n=45);
(2) Laboratory test data not available(n=24);

697 HBV infection patients who underwent liver biopsy
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