
 
 

2520 potentially relevant citations 
identified from all searches  

434 English and Spanish articles 
selected for full-text review 

109 articles reported inclusion of 
pleural specimens (fluid and/or pleural 
biopsy) 

38 articles included in the meta-
analysis 

34 English 
4 Spanish 

2086 citations excluded after 
initial screen of citations 

369 articles met eligibility criteria (for 
all forms of tuberculosis) 

71 articles excluded 
56 No sensitivity and 
specificity data for 
pleural specimens 
12 Less than 10 pleural 
specimens 
3 Samples tested were 
pleural tissue/cytology 
specimens 

65 articles excluded after 
full-text screen 

17 No original data 
11 Fingerprinting study 
8 No comparison against 
reference standard 
7 Case reports  
6 Description of new test 
methods 
5 Reliability study 
3 Treatment monitoring 
study 
8 Other reasons 




