
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

20 Studies excluded on the basis 
of title and abstract because they 
were considered as not relevant 

to study question 

10 studies excluded  

 8 were unsuitable 

 2 did not include sensitivity 
and specificity of the assay 

 

35 studies in database 
search 

15 potentially relevant 
studies identified 

5 studies were considered 
eligible for inclusion in the meta-

analysis 

7 studies included 

2 studies included  

from reference lists 


