
We used the keyword of "time to positivity", "time to blood culture positivity", 

“time to culture positivity” combined with “Mortality”, “outcome”, “outcome 

assessment”, “patient outcome”, “septic shock”, “severe sepsis” to search the database 

of Pubmed, EMBASE, CINAHL, Web of Science, Cochrane library. The specific 

keyword use in each database are listed below.  

Pubmed (((("time to positivity") OR ("time to culture positivity")) OR ("time 

to blood culture positivity")) AND (("Shock, Septic"[Mesh]) OR 

("Mortality"[Mesh]) OR ("Sepsis"[Mesh])) AND 

(("Prognosis"[Mesh]) OR ("Outcome Assessment, Health 

Care"[Mesh])) 

EMBASE 'time to positivity' OR 'time to culture positivity' OR 'time to blood 

culture positivity' AND 'outcome'/exp OR 'outcome assessment'/exp 

OR 'prognosis'/exp OR 'patient outcomes'/exp 

CINAHL (((MH "Outcome Assessment") OR (MH "Fatal Outcome") OR (MH 

"Treatment Outcomes")) OR ((MH "Prognosis") OR (MH "Clinical 

Assessment Tools")) OR ((MH "Mortality") OR (MH "Maternal 

Mortality") OR (MH "Hospital Mortality") OR (MH "Child 

Mortality") OR (MH "Infant Mortality")) OR ((MH "Neonatal 

Sepsis") OR (MH "Sepsis") OR (MH "Systemic Inflammatory 

Response Syndrome") OR (MH "Fungemia") OR (MH 

"Bacteremia"))) AND (TX "time to positivity" OR TX "time to blood 

culture positivity" OR TX "time to culture positivity" ) 

Web of 

Science 

"time to positivity" OR "time to blood culture positivity" OR "time to 

culture positivity" AND outcome OR outcome assessment OR 

prognosis OR patient outcome AND mortality OR mortality rate OR 

mortality risk OR sepsis OR severe sepsis OR septic shock 

Cochrane 

Library 

("time to positivity") OR ("time to blood culture positivity") OR 

("time to culture positivity") AND ((outcome) OR (outcome 

assessment) OR (patient outcome) OR (prognosis) OR (mortality) OR 

(sepsis) OR (severe sepsis) OR (septic shock)) 

 


