
Figure 2 overview Recruitment and retention in the study  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excluded 2838:  

Treated in the last 5 years, or follow-up 

222 newly-diagnosed patients  Excluded 66: 
-Does not speak English or French 18  
-Life expectancy less than 3 months 14  
-Does not know cancer diagnosis 9 
-Unable to contact patient before the start of 
treatment 8 
-MD does not want this patient in the study for 
reasons of anxiety, many other medical problems 7 
-Cognitively not able to give informed consent 4 
-Being seen only for second opinion 3 
-Other reasons 3 

156 eligible patients (100%) 

40 refused to 
participate 
(25.6%)  

116 (74.4%) agreed to 
participate in baseline 
interview 

2 (1.3%) agreed to participate, appointment for 
interview was made but received treatment before 
the planned interview 

101 participated (90.2% of 112) in 2nd interview by telephone 6 weeks after baseline: 
6 died (5.4%), 5 refused (4.5%)

97 participated (86.6% of 112) in 3rd interview face-to-face 12 weeks after baseline: 
1 died (0.9%), 3 refused (2.7%)* 

94 participated (83.9% of 112) in 4th interview by telephone 18 weeks after baseline: 
3 died (2.7%), 1 refused (0.9%)* 

114 (73.1%) signed informed consent  

112 (71.8%) participated with baseline 
interview 

2 patients were excluded (1.3%); 1 patient died 
before the interview and 1 patient participated in 
the interview but turned out not to have cancer

91 participated (81.3% of 112) in 5th interview face-to-face 24 weeks after baseline: 
4 died (3.6%), 1 patient participated in part and then died while on study 

3060 patients aged 65 and over 

*=one person refused to participate in third and fourth interview but did participate in interview 5. 


