Potentially relevant studies identified: citations
or abstracts screened for retrieval (n= 1146)
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Studies excluded (n= 686)

Full studies retrieved for more detailed
evaluation (n= 460)
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Studies excluded (n= 306)
Prognostic studies, CRP used as exposure

Potentially appropriate studies to be included
in the analysis (n= 154)
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Studies included in analysis (n= 67)
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Studies with usable information
(n=32)

40 analyses:
25 Socioeconomic position

15 Ethnicity/race

Studies excluded from analysis (n= 87)
Not meeting inclusion criteria: Independent variables not
relevant

Studies withdrawn (n= 35)
Not meeting inclusion criteria: Sampling
criteria




