
  

Returned screening survey and 
interested in study (n=901) 

Ineligible (n=18) 
  < 75% valid SF-12 responses (n=9) 
  < 75% valid social health responses (n=8) 
  Received outside recruitment period (n=1) 

Willing to be matched 
(n=883) 

Unable to be matched within 
3 months (n=666) 

Provisionally matched 
(n=217) 

Dropped out pre-baseline (n=15) 

  Carer for family (n=2) 
  Illness (n=2) 
  Impending operation (n=1) 
  Lack of time (n=1) 
  No face to face consent (n=1) 
  Declined (n=1) 
  No reason (n=7) 
>3mths since screening (n=4) 
Unable to contact (n=2) 
Ineligible for study (n=1) 

Matched (n=195) 

Baseline assessments 
conducted (n=195) 

Lost to follow-up (n=1) 
  Deceased (n=1) 
Declined follow-up (n=8) 
  No wish to continue (n=3) 
  Recently bereaved (n=1) 
  Illness (n=3) 
  No postal response (n=1) Follow-up assessments 

conducted (n=186) 

No response (n=1489) 

Declined 
(n=1147) 

Wrong address / recently 
deceased (n=9) 

Responses (n=2057) 

Sample approached (n=3546) 

Randomly selected sample (n=3700) 

Excluded by practices (n=154) 

Potentially eligible patients on general 
practice lists (n=16070) 


