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Flow chart of the study selection process 

 

 

  

 

References resulting from searches n=8,274 

References retained for evaluation of 
abstracts n=1,551 

References retained for evaluation of full text 
n=88 
 

References retained for quality appraisal 
based on Cochrane EPOC criteria n=26 

References excluded after screening of titles 
for relevance n=6,723 

References excluded after screening of 
abstracts for relevance and study design 
n=1,463 

References excluded after screening of full 
text for relevance and study design n=62 

Studies retained for inclusion in the review 
n=12 (8 RCT, 2 CBA, 2 supplementary 
studies) 

References excluded based on failure to 
meet quality criteria n=15 

Reference tracking n=1 


