
Total potentially relevant articles were 

identified (n=428)

Abstracts assessed for potential eligibil ity 

(n=287)

Full-text articles evaluated for potential 

eligibility (n=112)

Included articles (n=25)

Reviews and letters (n=56)

Conference abstracts (n=78)

Commentaries and consultants’ corners 

(n=7)

Publication language not English or 

Chinese (n=20)

Obvious irrelevance and inclusion criteria 

not met b (n=155)

Inclusion criteria or inclusion criteria for 

meta-analysis not met c (n=87)


