
Additional File 1. Flow chart of study cohort selection 

HZ Cases 

 Patients newly diagnosed with HZ  

between 2004 and 2008 

(Index date: date of diagnosis) 

N= 601,090 patients 

Patients aged≥ 65 years without 

diagnosis of HZ who have an outpatient 

visits between 2004 and 2008 

(Index date: date of outpatient visit) 

N= 44,547,325 patients 

Patients aged ≥ 65 years at index date 

N=140,731 patients 

 Excluded patients with diagnosis of cancer, HIV/AIDS, or 

transplantation in 1-year period before the index date 

N= 129,287 patients 

 Excluded patients without 3-year follow-up period  

N= 115,206 patients 

N= 40,442,821 patients 

N= 34,507,703 patients 

Controls 

N= 115,105 patients N= 115,105 patients 

 1:1 matching by  

age, gender, index date and propensity score 

 Excluded patients without gender information  

N= 115,202 patients N= 34,506,574 patients 

HZ= herpes zoster; HIV/AIDS= human immunodeficiency virus infection/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. 
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