
The incidence of serious complications is less than 5 out of 1000 
colonoscopies. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bleeding that required a 
transfusion occurred in 
about 3 per 1000 
colonoscopies.                                         
                                        
Perforation or tears in the 
bowel that required 
surgery occurred in about 
1 per 1000 
colonoscopies.              
 
Death directly from 
complications occurred in 
less than 1 per 1000 
colonoscopies.                                 
                               
The box to the right 
represents 1000 women.  
Each  represents 1 
woman. 
 


