
3310 patients who died in 2001

Use Freetext Matching Algorithm to extract diagnoses from free text associated
with Read terms for death

Attempt to identify the single underlying cause of death from Read terms, MCCD information
and free text, in this order of priority:
1. MCCD information in structured data area (lowest lettered entry in Part I)
2. Free text stating 'cause of death' or MCCD category (lowest lettered entry in Part I)
3. Read term for a diagnosis on or after date of death
4. Other free text

1280 patients with a single
underlying cause of death
suggested by algorithm

2030 flagged for manual review
(either multiple causes or
no cause of death detected)

Manual review of free text and Read coded entries
to identify underlying cause of death

1. Freetext Matching Algorithm

3. Manual review

1156 patients with correct
underlying cause of death

56 patients with
correct ICD-10 chapter

60 patients with
wrong ICD-10 chapter

124 patients with incorrect
underlying cause of death

844 patients with
cause of death
identified manually

1186 patients with
no cause of death
information

Cancers (C00-D49)

Ischaemic heart disease (I20-I25)

Cerebrovascular disease (I60-I69)

Pneumonia (J12-J18)

Source of cause of death information (after manual review) for selected underlying causes

Read term or MCCD information
in structured data area

Free text

599 (28.3%)

266 (12.6%)

218 (10.3%)

169 (8.0%)

Number (%)
out of 2116
deaths with
cause

Number of deaths

8 patients with no
cause of death stated

2. Cause of death algorithm


