
Analytical hierarchy: iterative steps from 
raw data to informing policy and practice 
 
Raw data 
 

 Closely reading transcripts 
 
 

 Identifying themes/indexing 
 

 Coding/labelling/charting data 
 

 Summarizing/synthesizing data 
 

 Identifying dimensions & categories 
 

 Detecting patterns/clustering 
 

 Seeking interpretations 
 

Inform policy/practice 

 

Analytical process 
 
 
 
Data management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Descriptive accounts (what) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explanatory accounts (why) 

 


