Table S3. Procedure of clinical practice guideline development in 5 European countries

	
	the Netherlands
	England & Wales*
	Germany
	Scotland*
	France

	Organisations/

institutes involved
	Not coordinated on national level. Among others:  CBO, Orde Medisch Specialisten, TRIMBOS, NHG, Regieraad Kwaliteit van  Zorg
	Department of Health

Centre for Clinical Practice (CCP) of NICE

National Collaborating

  Centres (NCCs)

- Guideline Development

 Groups (GDG)
	ÄZQ

AWMF

Not coordinated on national level, medical societies develop own guidelines 
	SIGN (Scottish 

 Intercollegiate Guidelines 

   Network 


	Haute Autorité de Santé

	Current CPG development 

procedure and important topics
	Procedure [1-3]:

1. Topic selection

2. Working group 

  selection

3. Analysis of problem and 

  determine research  

  questions 

4. Literature search and 

  review

5.Writing draft guideline

6. Comment phase on draft 

  guideline

7. Authorisation
	Procedure [4-8]:

1. Topic referral

2. Scope: determine 

  framework, draft research 

  questions and identify 

  issues, scope prepared by 

  NCC 

3. Literature search and 

  review by NCC and 

  GDG 

4.Writing draft guideline 

  (GDG)

5. Consultation on draft 

  guideline

6. Final guideline 

7. Guidance issued 
	Procedure [9]:

1. Topic selection

2. Working group and 

  author group selection

3. Determine research 

  questions

4. Literature search

5. Review literature and 

  seek consensus

6.Writing draft guideline

7. Consultation round of 

  experts

8. Pilot testing

9. Draw final guideline 

10. Guideline publication
	Procedure [10, 11]:

1. Topic selection

2. Literature search on patient 

  evidence

3. GDG selection and 

  define remit guideline

4. Define research 

  questions 

5. Literature search and 

  appraisal

6. Draft guideline

7. National open meeting 

  for presentation and 

  discussion ( rewrite

8. Peer review ( rewrite

9. Review editorial group 

10. Publication and 

   dissemination
	Procedure [12-16]
1. Literature search and 

  analysis

2. Writing draft 

  guideline

3. Consultation of 

  professional experts 

4. Writing draft 

  guideline

5. Consultation of peer 

   review group

6. Writing final 

  guideline

7. Validation guideline 

  and opinion of HAS 

  board

8. Publication and 

  distribution
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