
Additional file 1. Further information on study program midwifery science in Germany.  

Since the reform of the German Act on the study and profession of midwives (HebG) in 2020, 

the theoretical training of midwives in Germany is no longer provided at vocational schools, 

but at universities and corresponds to a bachelor's degree. In a dual education system, the 

training of practical competencies takes place in clinical and outpatient settings.  A distinctive 

feature of the study program - compared to other medical or healthcare-related study programs 

- is the equal percentage split of teaching at the university and in professional practice, with at 

least 2200 hours each (§ 11, German Act on the study and profession of midwives (HebG)). 

Academization is intended to address the increasing complexity of obstetric care. In an effort 

to address staffing shortages and rising birth rates (1), the number of student midwives has 

been increased (2, 3). In Germany, approximately 3,175 midwifery science study seats were 

offered at 223 hospitals in 2022 (4). The reform has led to the establishment of new training 

sites and cooperative agreements with hospitals at many locations. 
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