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Microscopy positive" 214 (73.3)" 16 (5.5)" 230 (78.8)"
Microscopy negative" 27 (9.2)" 35 (12.0)" 62 (21.2)"
Total" 241 (82.5)" 51 (17.5)" 292 (100.0)"
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Figure S1 PCR and microscopy derived prevalence 
(A) P. falciparum detection by PCR and microscopy-based observation of thick smears. The overall higher prevalence detected by PCR (82.5% 
versus 78.8%) is due to 27 samples found positive by PCR and negative by microscopy, while 16 samples positive by microscopy were found 
negative by PCR. (B) Parasitaemia, as determined by microscopy, of the PCR negative (n=16) and PCR positive (n=214) samples. The 
geometric mean of the PCR negative samples is significantly lower than that of the PCR positive samples (70.3 versus 356.4, p<0.01, unpaired 
one-tailed Welch’s t-test), suggesting slide reading errors or P. falciparum DNA degradation.   
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