Typology of self-help groups with a health orientation in Bangladesh and India

	
	Type I:
Limited external assistance
	Type II:
Mainly sponsored by NGOs
	Type III:
Sponsored by the State

	Approach

Orientation

Target group

Health component

Sustainability
	Empowerment approach

Largely credit and savings

Mainly targeting women

Health activities restricted to campaigns

Sustainability not yet demonstrated
	Empowerment approach. Project approach in some cases

Multi-faceted and development-oriented

Targeting women and minorities

Health activities including focused health programs by some NGO-sponsored groups

Limited evidence of sustainability
	Largely market-oriented at the level of implementation

Largely production-oriented

Targeting women

Primary health care activities on a limited scale through the Community Health Volunteer

Sustainability not yet demonstrated
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