Additional file 1: Glossary

Category A term used informally in the review to describe any grouping of constructs within a

domain.

Construct Concept(s) or characteristic(s) that cannot be directly observed. Construct refers to
both the concept that an instrument is designed to measure, and concepts in a

theory. [1-2]

Dimension A unique aspect of a construct. Constructs may have a single dimension or may be
multidimensional. The dimensions of a construct should be predicted by theory and

confirmed empirically. [3]

Domain A broad grouping of constructs, which together form the components of a theory or a

defined area of interest. [4]

Instrument  The combination of items used to measure one or more constructs. The instrument
may or may not consist of stand-alone scales each measuring unique constructs (or

subscales measuring dimensions of a construct). [1]

Iltem A single question or statement used to measure a construct. Includes the item stem

and response options. [2]

Scale The set of items that measure a single underlying characteristic. These characteristics

are either unique constructs or unique dimensions of a construct. [5]
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