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Additional file 1: The purpose of CERQual and what CERQual is not 

intended to address* 
 

The CERQual approach transparently assesses and describes how much confidence to 
place in individual review findings from syntheses of qualitative evidence. 
 
CERQual is not intended as a tool for the following purposes: 
 Critical appraisal of the methodological limitations of an individual qualitative study 
 Critical appraisal of the methodological limitations of a qualitative evidence synthesis 

(i.e. how well a qualitative evidence synthesis was conducted)# 
 Appraisal of quantitative or mixed methods data or quantitative studies of quality of 

care or quality of life 
 Assessing how much confidence to place in the findings from what are sometimes 

described as “narrative” or “qualitative” summaries of the effectiveness of an 
intervention, in systematic reviews of effectiveness where meta-analysis is not 
possible 

 Assessing how much confidence to place in the overall findings of a qualitative 
evidence synthesis or providing a composite assessment of all of the findings of a 
review. Rather, it focuses on assessing how much confidence to place in individual 
review findings from qualitative evidence syntheses 

* Adapted from [1] 
#  Note that an assessment of methodological limitations forms part of the CERQual 
approach for assessing confidence in an individual review finding [2]. 
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