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Additional file 2: Study characteristics 

Table S1 Characteristics of included articles 

 

 

Author and year Title Transferability 

type 

Extracted criteria based on ar-

ticle type (support category) 

Quality 

ranking 

for 

analysis 

Level of 

relevance 

Ashton (2015) Implementing integrated 

models of care: the im-

portance of the macro-level 

context 

 

Health care Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

7 medium 

relevance 

Buffet et al. 

(2007) 

Can I use this evidence in 

my program decision? 

Assessing applicability and 

transferability of evidence 

 

Public health pro-

grams (tool for pro-

grams)/interven-

tions 

No defined background (assess-

ment tool) 

9 low  

relevance 

Burchett et al. 

(2011) 

How do we know when re-

search from one setting can 

be useful in another? A re-

view of external validity, ap-

plicability and transferability 

frameworks 

 

Findings/evidence 

in general 

Literature support (reviewing lit-

erature/criteria) 

6 medium 

relevance 

Cambon et al. 

(2012) 

Transferability of interven-

tions in health education: a 

review 

 

Health promotion 

interventions, pro-

grams 

Literature support (reviewing lit-

erature/criteria) 

4 high  

relevance 

Cambon et al. 

(2013) 

A tool to analyze the trans-

ferability of health promo-

tion interventions 

Health promotion 

interventions, pro-

grams 

 

Empirical support (concept map-

ping and expert surveys) 

1 high  

relevance 
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Carter et al. 

(2009) 

Implementing a standard-

ized community-based 

cardiovascular risk assess-

ment program in 20 Ontario 

communities 

Health prevention 

program/ 

Cardiovascular risk 

assessment pro-

gram CHAP 

 

Empirical support (community-

level, clustered, randomized, con-

trolled trial; in addition, semi-

structured telephone interviews 

were conducted with local coordi-

nators or coordinator teams in 20 

communities) 

 

2 high  

relevance 

Chase et al. 

(2009) 

Development of a toolkit 

and glossary to aid in the 

adaptation of health tech-

nology assessment (HTA) 

reports for use in different 

contexts 

Health technology Empirical support (and literature 

support and consensus support) 

(literature searching, survey, Del-

phi survey, meetings, drawing on 

expertise/ experience of partner-

ship, review, quality assurance 

testing) 

 

3 high  

relevance 

Cuijpers et al. 

(2005) 

Adapting and disseminating 

effective public health inter-

ventions in another country: 

towards a systematic ap-

proach 

 

Public Health  

interventions,  

programs  

No defined background 10 low  

relevance 

Dixon-Woods et 

al. (2011) 

Explaining Michigan: devel-

oping an Ex Post Theory of a 

Quality Improvement Pro-

gram 

Health programs; 

Michigan Intensive 

Care Unit (ICU) 

project, health care 

Empirical support (eighteen-

month prospective cohort study of 

the Michigan Keystone Project on 

reduction of central venous cathe-

ter bloodstream infections (CVC-

BSIs) in more than one hundred 

participating intensive care units 

(ICUs) in the state of Michigan) 

 

5 medium 

relevance 

Feldstein and 

Glasgow (2008) 

A Practical, Robust lmple-

mentation and Sustainability 

Model (PRISM) for integrat-

ing research findings into 

practice 

 

Findings/evidence 

in general; with a 

focus on health care 

Literature support (reviewing lit-

erature/methodological paper, de-

velopment of a model) 

8 low  

relevance 



3 

 

Glasgow et al. 

(2003) 

Why don’t we see more 

translation of health promo-

tion research to practice? 

Rethinking the efficacy-to-

effectiveness transition 

 

Health promotion 

interventions, pro-

grams 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature/ methodological paper, 

description of the RE-AIM evalua-

tion framework) 

8 low  

relevance 

Glasgow et al. 

(1999) 

Evaluating the public health 

impact of health promotion 

interventions: The RE-AIM 

framework 

 

Health promotion 

interventions, pro-

grams 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature/ methodological paper, 

description of the RE-AIM evalua-

tion framework) 

8 low  

relevance 

Granstrøm 

Ekeland and 

Grøttland (2015) 

 

Assessment of MAST in Eu-

ropean patient-centered tel-

emedicine pilots  

Health technology 

(telemedicine appli-

cation) 

Empirical support (mixed methods 

approach with questionnaires on 

the Model for ASsessment of Tele-

medicine Applications (MAST)) 

 

3 high  

relevance 

Guegan et al. 

(2011) (EU-

netHTA) 

EUnetHTA HTA Adaptation 

Toolkit & Glossary: Adapting 

existing HTAs from one 

country into other settings 

Health technology Empirical support (and literature 

support and consensus support) 

(literature searching, survey, Del-

phi survey, meetings, individual 

members’ commentary work, re-

view process and applicability 

testing) 

 

3 high  

relevance 

Heller et al. 

(2008) 

Critical appraisal for public 

health: a new checklist 

Public health inter-

ventions and other 

study types in pub-

lic health, not speci-

fied 

Literature support (and consensus 

support) (reviewing criteria and 

piloting with professionals, re-

search staff or students) 

 

6 medium 

relevance 

Kelly et al., 

(2000) 

Transfer of research-based 

HIV prevention interventions 

to community service pro-

viders: fidelity and adapta-

tion 

Public health inter-

vention, specified 

on HIV prevention  

Literature support (reviewing lit-

erature/methodological paper 

particularly based on evaluation 

studies of the Replicating Effec-

tive Programs (REP) project) 

 

8 low  

relevance 



4 

 

Kidholm et al. 

(2012) 

A Model for Assessment of 

Telemedicine Applications: 

MAST 

Health technology 

(telemedicine appli-

cation) 

Literature support (and consensus 

support) (systematic literature re-

view and workshops) 

 

4 high  

relevance 

Kilbourne et al. 

(2007) 

Implementing evidence-

based interventions in 

health care: application of 

the replicating effective pro-

grams framework 

Health care inter-

ventions,  

programs 

Empirical support (and literature 

support) (Replicating Effective 

Programs framework (REP) builds 

on a systematic literature review 

and community input and is eval-

uated through a randomized con-

trolled trial)  

 

2 high  

relevance 

Muhlhausen 

(2012) 

Evaluating Federal Social 

Programs: finding out what 

works and what does not 

 

Programs/ interven-

tions, including 

public health 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

8 low  

relevance 

Pawson (2003) Nothing as practical as a 

good theory  

Findings/evidence 

in general; exam-

ples of programs 

 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

7 medium 

relevance 

Pearson et al. 

(2011) 

Generalizing applied qualita-

tive research on harm re-

duction: the example of a 

public injecting typology 

Findings/evidence 

of qualitative  

research 

Empirical support (and literature 

support/methodological paper) 

(ethnographic approach with 

semi-structured interviews, par-

ticipant and direct observation) 

 

3 high  

relevance 

Perleth (2009) Assessment of the generali-

zability of clinical trial re-

sults in the Federal Joint 

Committee 

 

Findings/evidence 

in general  

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

6 medium 

relevance 

Rychetnik et al. 

(2012) 

Translating research for evi-

dence-based public health: 

key concepts and future di-

rections 

 

Public health inter-

ventions, not speci-

fied 

Literature support (reviewing lit-

erature, methodological paper) 

 

4 high  

relevance 



5 

 

Rychetnik et al. 

(2002) 

Criteria for evaluating evi-

dence on public health inter-

ventions 

 

Public health inter-

ventions, programs 

Literature support (reviewing and 

discussing literature, methodolog-

ical paper) 

4 high  

relevance 

Saurman et al. 

(2014) 

A transferable telepsychiatry 

model for improving access 

to emergency mental 

health care 

Health care service: 

Mental Health 

Emergency Care-

Rural Access Pro-

gram (MHEC)  

 

Empirical support (qualitative eth-

nographic observational study) 

5 medium 

relevance 

Schoenwald and 

Hoagwood (2001) 

Effectiveness, transportabil-

ity, and dissemination of in-

terventions: what matters 

when? 

Evidence-based in-

terventions in 

health care (mental 

health) 

 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

8 low  

relevance 

Schreyögg (2004) Seeking best practices: a 

conceptual framework for 

planning and improving evi-

dence-based practices 

Findings/evidence 

in general, (best) 

practice/evidence 

of programs 

 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

7 medium 

relevance 

Spencer et al. 

(2013) 

Justice in health care sys-

tems from an economic per-

spective 

 

Health care ele-

ments 

Literature support (and consensus 

support) (review of the literature 

and expert input) 

4 high  

relevance 

Tham et al. 

(2011) 

Study protocol: evaluating 

the impact of a rural Aus-

tralian primary health care 

service on rural health 

Health  

service/primary 

health care 

Literature support (literature-

based study protocol with an 

evaluation framework of a 

planned comprehensive longitudi-

nal evaluation of a successful pri-

mary health care service located 

in a small rural Australian com-

munity) 

 

 

 

7 medium 

relevance 
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Trompette et al. 

(2014) 

Stakeholders’ perceptions of 

transferability criteria 

for health promotion inter-

ventions: a case study 

 

Health promotion/ 

prevention inter-

ventions 

 

Empirical support (case study 

with stakeholder interviews) 

1 high  

relevance 

Van Royen et al. 

(2014) 

Patient-centred interprofes-

sional collaboration in pri-

mary care: challenges for 

clinical, educational and 

health services research. An 

EGPRN keynote paper 

 

Findings/evidence 

in general, focus on 

primary health care 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

7 medium 

relevance 

Villeval et al. 

(2016) 

Enabling the transferability 

of complex interventions: 

exploring the combination of 

an intervention’s key func-

tions and implementation 

 

Health promotion Empirical support (qualitative re-

search with observation and inter-

views; knowledge exchange pro-

cess) 

2 high  

relevance 

Wang et al. 

(2005) 

Applicability and transfera-

bility of interventions in evi-

dence-based public health 

Public health inter-

ventions, programs  

Literature support (review of the 

literature and methodological pa-

per; discussion based on a sys-

tematic search on the terms ap-

plicability and transferability) 

 

4 high  

relevance 

Watts et al. 

(2011) 

The influence of environ-

mental factors on the gener-

alizability of public health 

research evidence: physical 

activity as a worked exam-

ple 

 

Public health inter-

ventions, programs; 

(physical activity); 

health promotion 

Literature support (brief review, 

and methodological paper, dis-

cussing literature) 

7 medium 

relevance 

Wegscheider 

(2009) 

Transferability of study re-

sults to health care practice: 

contribution of different 

qualitative and quantitative 

research approaches 

 

Findings/evidence 

in general, mainly 

for medical treat-

ment 

No defined background (opinion 

paper) 

9 low  

relevance 



7 

 

Weinmann et al. 

(2012) 

Team-based community 

psychiatry: importance of 

context factors and transfer-

ability of evidence from 

studies 

 

Health care service: 

transferability of re-

sults of trials evalu-

ating community-

based mental 

health services 

 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

7 medium 

relevance 

Whitley et al. 

(2011) 

Evidence-based medicine: 

challenges and opportunities 

in a diverse society 

Evidence-based in-

terventions in 

health care  

(medicine) 

 

Literature support (discussing lit-

erature) 

6 medium 

relevance 

Legend 

 
Quality ranking of relevance for the analysis:  
1. Empirical investigation of transferability with a sound description of the concept of transferability and detailed, explicit description of transferability 
criteria  

2. Empirical investigation of transferability with an explicit description of transferability by using the term and an explicit and implicit detailed descrip-
tion of transferability criteria  
3. Empirical investigation with a description of transferability by using the term and an explicit criteria list or questions on transferability with few 
criteria or no detailed description of criteria, e.g. in a tool  

4. Reviewing literature with a description of transferability by using the term and an explicit description of criteria or questions on transferability, e.g. 
in a special part, tool, list, synthesis  
5. Empirical investigation with a description of transferability by using the term and explicit or implicit description of criteria, but not separately for 

transferability, e.g. for adaptation/implementation and transferability 
6. Reviewing or discussing literature with a description of transferability by using the term and explicit description of criteria, but not separately for 
transferability, e.g. for applicability and transferability 
7. Reviewing or discussing literature with a clear description of transferability by using the term and an implicit description of criteria  
8. Reviewing or discussing literature by using a synonymous description of transferability (which can be understood as described in the definition of 
transferability) and explicit or implicit description of criteria  
9. Article with description of transferability by using the term and explicit or implicit description of transferability criteria, but without defined back-

ground  
10. Article with description of transferability by a synonym (as understood in the definition) and explicit or implicit mentioning of criteria, but without 

defined background 
 

Relevance categories according to ranking of the articles:  
• 1-4: high relevance 
• 5-7: medium relevance 
• 8-10: low relevance 
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