
 

 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
   

1843 abstracts from 
multiple electronic 
searches 

115 Abstracts of 
interest identified and 
further reviewed 

7 Abstracts identified 
from scientific- meeting 
proceedings 

Review of 
published text of 
24 “randomised” 
trials 

31 “randomised” trials for 
potential consideration 

17 studies excluded: 4 
Abstracts from 
scientific meetings & 
13 published papers 

14 studies included in meta-analysis:  2 
Abstracts from scientific meetings & 12 
published papers 


