
73 patients with septic shock

40 patients with volume-resucitated 
septic shock and norepinephrine 

infusion to maintain 
MAP at 70 ± 5 mmHg

Screening procedure

Enrollment criteria

33 patients excluded because of:

onset of septic shock > 24 hrs (n = 17)
prior inotropic therapy (n = 6)

low cardiac index (n = 3)
limitations to inotropes (n = 2)
severe liver dysfunction (n = 3)

consent denied (n = 2)

GROUP LEVO (n = 20)
0.2 µg·kg-1·min-1 levosimendan

continuous infusion plus 
norepinephrine infusion to maintain 

MAP at 70 ± 5 mmHg

GROUP DOBU (n = 20)
5 µg·kg-1·min-1 dobutamine 

continuous infusion plus 
norepinephrine infusion to maintain 

MAP at 70 ± 5 mmHg

Randomization
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