
 

Appendix 2.  The calculated probabilities of survival and mortality following the postoperative 

complications are illustrated for the routine fluid for five years. Each arrow represents a 

pathway and the pathways are characterized with probabilities. Each pathway is associated 

with costs and quality of life weights. The costs and quality of life weights of each pathway 

are weighted by the corresponding pathway probabilities. The sum of these weighted costs 

yields the expected cost during the first year and the weighted quality of life index multiplied 

by one year yields the expected quality adjusted life year (QALY). The cycles are repeated 

five times and the aggregated costs and QALYs are calculated. The same calculation is done 

for the GDHT. 
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