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1562 studies identified

through database searching

6 additional studies identified
through citation index searching

v

1309 unique studies identified

v

430 full-text articles
assessed for eligibility

\ 4

v

259 duplicates

879 excluded as

-Non-RA populations

-Not RCT/ cohort/ case-control
-RCTs not randomised to GC therapy
-Non-systemic GC therapy

367 excluded
-Same criteria as above, or
-No estimate of infection risk with GCs

-21 RCTs

63 studies included in the review

-42 observational studies (33 cohort, 9 case-control)




