
Scintigraphy assessments 

Scintigraphy with 99mTc-pertechnetate was performed according to a 

standardized protocol [1]. The “secretion phase” was defined as the period starting 

from stimulation with 2.5% citric acid solution until the minimum value reached 

within 30 min after stimulation. The secretion index (SI) was calculated using the 

following formula: 

SI = (maximum value before stimulation with citric acid – minimum value after 

stimulation with citric acid)/(maximum value before stimulation with citric acid – 

background) × 100% 

Both the parotid and submandibular glands were evaluated, and the mean value of 

the right and left sides was taken to be the SI of each type of salivary gland. 
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