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Search strategy 

To identify relevant systematic reviews, we performed a Cochrane library search using the terms: 

"Cochrane Database Syst Rev"[jour] AND (ankylosing spondylitis OR bechterew disease OR 

ankylosing spondylarthritides OR axial spondyloarthritis OR axial spondyloarthritides). 

The latest update of the Cochrane review was used.  
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Table S1. ASAS/OMERACT core outcome domains  

Core Outcome Domain Set Core Outcome Measurement Set 

Physical function 

BASFI   
DFI 
HAQ-S 
 

Pain 

NRS*/VAS (last week/spine/at night/due to AxSpA) 
NRS/VAS (last week/spine/due to AxSpA) 
Total back or spine pain (BASDAI question 2) 
Overall pain 
Back or spine pain at night 
Overall pain at night 
 

Spinal mobility 

BASMI 
Modified Schober test score 
Lateral spinal flexion 
Cervical rotation 
Tragus to wall 
Chest expansion 

Spinal stiffness 
NRS/VAS (duration of morning stiffness/spine/last 
week) 

Patient’s global assessment NRS/VAS (global disease activity last week) 

Peripheral joints and enthuses 

Number of swollen joints (44/66/68-joint count) 
Validated enthesitis scores, such as: 
Maastricht Ankylosing Spondylitis Entheses Score 
San Francisco Index 
The Berlin Index 
SPARCC Enthesitis Index 

Acute phase reactants 
C-reactive protein (CRP) 
Erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) 

Spine radiographs 
mSASSS on lateral lumbar spine/lateral cervical 
spine   

Fatigue 
Fatigue question BASDAI  
NRS/VAS (overall fatigue last week) 

BASFI Bath Ankylosing Spondylitis Functional Index, DFI Dougados Functional Index, HAQ-S Health Assessment 

Questionnaire for AS, NRS Numeric Rating Scale, *ASAS prefer to use a NRS, VAS Visual Analog Scale, BASMI Bath 

Ankylosing Spondylitis Metrology Index, SPARCC Spondyloarthritis Research Consortium of Canada, mSASSS 

modified Stoke Ankylosing Spondylitis Spinal Score, BASDAI Bath Ankylosing Spondylitis Disease Activity Index. 
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Figure S1. Physical Function 
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Figure S2. Pain 
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Figure S3. Spinal mobility 
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Figure S4. Spinal stiffness 
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Figure S5. Patient’s global assessment 
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Figure S6. Peripheral joint count/enthesitis index 
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Figure S7. Acute phase reactants 
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Figure 8. Spine radiographs 
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Figure S9. Fatigue 
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Figure S10. Odds Ratio for achieving primary outcome 

 


