
Figure 1. The Four Step Procedure to Complete the COSMIN Checklist 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE COSMIN CHECKLIST 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Internal consistency   

B. Reliability   

C. Measurement error  

D. Content validity 
(including face validity)  

 

E. Structural validity  

F. Hypotheses testing  

G. Cross cultural validity  

H. Criterion validity   

I. Responsiveness   

J. Interpretability   

 

 

   

Step 1 Step 2 

 

Step 3 

 

Step 4 

 
Footnote for Figure 1: Mokkink L, Terwee C, Patrick D, Alonso J, Stratford P, Knol D, Bouter L, de Vet H:  The COSMIN 

checklist for assessing the methodological quality of studies on measurement properties of health status measurement 

instruments: an international Delphi study.  Qual Life Res 2010, 19: 539-549.   

Although the presented as a Checklist by the original authors we think the diagram is best represented as a model with 

subsequent integral checklists.  Applying the above steps enables you to select the appropriate checklist, which contains the 

relevant quality criteria.  There are checklists for each type of utility being assessed in step one (subsequently completed as step 

3), a checklist for Item Response Theory (IRT) at step two and a generalisability checklist for step 4. 

Mark the properties that 

have been assessed in the 

article 

Are Item Response Theory 

(IRT) methods used in the 

article? 

Complete IRT box 

Yes    No  

Complete for each 

property you marked in 

step 1 the 

corresponding box A to 

J 

Complete for 

each property 

you marked in 

step 1 the 

Generalisability 

box 


