
Additional file 2: Search Strategy 

 

PUBMED 

 

(("drug abuse" OR "drug addiction" OR "drug dependence" OR "drug use disorder" OR 
"drug habituation" OR "substance abuse" OR "substance addiction" OR "substance 
dependence" OR (drug*[tiab] AND abuse[tiab]) OR (drug*[tiab] AND addiction[tiab]) 
OR (drug*[tiab] AND dependence[tiab]) OR (drug*[tiab] AND habituation[tiab]) OR 
(substance[tiab] AND abuse[tiab]) OR (substance[tiab] AND addiction[tiab]) OR 
(substance[tiab] AND dependence[tiab]) OR "Substance-Related Disorders"[Mesh] 
OR alcohol* OR heroin OR cocaine OR cannabi* OR marijuana OR opium OR 
*amphetamine OR amphetamine* OR morphine OR LSD OR "Lysergic Acid 
Diethylamide" OR opio* OR "street drugs"[MeSH] OR "Psychotropic Drugs"[MeSH] 
OR "Designer Drugs"[MeSH])) 

AND 

("Telomere Shortening"[Mesh] OR "telomere length" OR "Telomere Shortening"[tiab] 
OR "Telomere"[Mesh]) 

  

 

PsychINFO-Psychlit 

 

(DE "Drug Abuse" OR DE "Drug Addiction" OR DE "Drug Dependency" OR DE 
"Substance Abuse and Addiction Measures" OR DE "Substance Use Disorder" OR 
"drug abuse" OR "drug addiction" OR "drug dependence" OR "drug use disorder" OR 
"drug habituation" 

OR "substance abuse" OR "substance addiction" OR "substance dependence" 

OR ((TI drug* OR TI substance*) AND (TI abuse OR TI addiction OR TI dependenc* 
OR TI habituation)) 

OR ((AB drug* OR AB substance*) AND (AB abuse OR AB addiction OR AB 
dependenc* OR AB habituation)) 

OR MA "Substance-Related Disorders" OR MA "street drugs" OR "street 
drugs"[MeSH] OR MA "Psychotropic Drugs" OR "Psychotropic Drugs"[MeSH] OR MA 
"Designer Drugs" OR "Designer Drugs"[MeSH] OR alcohol* OR heroin OR cocaine 
OR cannabi* OR marijuana  

OR opium OR *amphetamine OR methamphetamine* OR amphetamine* OR 
morphine OR opio* OR "Lysergic Acid Diethylamide" OR "LSD") 

AND 

telomer* 

 

EMBASE 

 

('drug abuse' OR 'drug addiction' OR 'drug dependence'/exp OR 'drug use disorder' 
OR 'drug habituation' OR 'substance abuse' OR 'substance addiction' OR 'substance 



dependence' OR (drug*:ti,ab AND abuse:ti,ab) OR (drug*:ti,ab AND addiction:ti,ab) 
OR (drug*:ti,ab AND dependenc*:ti,ab) OR (drug*:ti,ab AND habituation:ti,ab) OR 
(substance:ti,ab AND abuse:ti,ab) OR (substance:ti,ab AND addiction:ti,ab) OR 
(substance:ti,ab AND dependenc*:ti,ab) OR alcohol* OR heroin OR cocaine OR 
cannabi* OR marijuana OR opium OR methamphetamine* OR amphetamine* OR 
morphine OR opio* OR LSD OR ‘Lysergic Acid Diethylamide’ OR 'street drug'/exp OR 
'designer drug'/exp OR 'illicit drug'/exp OR 'recreational drug'/exp)  

AND  

('telomere shortening'/exp OR 'telomere length'/exp OR 'telomere shortening':ti,ab OR 
'telomere length':ti,ab OR 'telomere'/exp) 

 

WOS 

 

(((TS=drug* OR TS=substance*) AND (TS=abuse OR TS=addiction OR 
TS=dependenc* OR TS=habituation)) OR TS="street drugs" OR TS="Psychotropic 
Drugs" OR TS="Designer Drugs" OR TS=alcohol* OR TS=heroin OR TS=cocaine OR 
TS=cannabi* OR TS=marijuana OR TS=opium OR TS=methamphetamine* OR 
TS=amphetamine* OR TS=morphine OR TS=opio* OR TS=LSD OR TS ="Lysergic 
Acid Diethylamide") 

AND 

TS=Telomere*  

 

  



FLOW CHART OF THE PROCESS FOR SEARCHING AND ASSESSING 

ELIGIBILITY OF STUDIES  (Adapted from Sagoo y cols, PLOSMedicine 2009; 6 (3): 

e1000028) 

 

 

 
 

WoS 
N= 445  
 

 

 

EMBASE 
N= 365 
 

 

Pub Med 
N= 175 

 

PsychInfo 
N= 34 

 

 

Psychlit 
N= 

 

 

Total records identified through 

electronic searches      

N= 

 

Two blind and independent 

reviewers 
Records failing to meet inclusion 

criteria  N= 

 

Duplicate records removed   N= 

 

Exclusión criteria  N=  

• Case or case-series   N= 

• Population studies N= 

• Family based designs N=  

 

INITIAL SCREENING 

FOR ELIGIBILITY 

Records 

potentially 

eligible  (N=   ) 

Manual searching of 

references  (N=  ) 

ASSESSMENT OF 

ELIGIBILITY 

Records eligible for 

inclusion   N= 

Studies included in systematic review     N= 

Mapping of records 

to studies 

Studies included in meta-analysis     N= 


