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Table I Study Characteristics of included studies

First author Year of Type of study*  Retrospective or  Number of
publication prospective patientst,
(included)
Ringel! 1977 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Mas? 1985 Case series, Retrospective 2(2)
unclear whether
single or
multicenter
Schievink®t 1994 Cohort, single  Unclear 9 (1)
center
Mayer* 1996 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Grau® 1997 Case series, Retrospective 1(1)
unclear whether
single or
multicenter
Rees® 1997 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Coric’ 1998 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Eachempati® 1998 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Waunderlich® 1999 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Busch?® 2000 Case report Retrospective 1 (1)
Garnier! 2000 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
Buyle!? 2001 Case report Retrospective 1(1)
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* Case report was defined as 1 patient; Case series, < 10 patients; Cohort, >10 patients.

T Only the number of patients with triple or quadruple cervical artery dissection is provided, () indicates which of these
patients were included in the current study. The original publication may describe additional patients.



 The corresponding author no longer had data available for the remaining 8 patients for which there was insufficient
individual patient data available in the publication.

§ In the original publication 14 patients with triple or quadruple cervical artery dissections were reported. However, the
corresponding author explained that only 8 presented with simultaneous triple or quadruple cervical artery dissections. One
of these 8 patients was already described in the case report by Oehler et al (2003) and was therefore excluded.

88 In the original publication 7 patients with triple or quadruple cervical artery dissections were reported. However, the
corresponding author explained that upon further review there were only 6 patients, not 7 as stated in the paper.
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